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DPI&F biotechnologist takes top award in technology 

DPI&F principal biotechnologist Dr Neena Mitter has won the Women in Technology,  University of Queensland Biotech Researcher award for her work contributing to the primary industries sector.
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Dr Mitter (pictured) won the award for her involvement in innovative projects including the development of a needle-free vaccine for livestock and disease-resistant horticultural crops. 

“It was a privilege to receive the award among a pool of other talented industry innovators,” Dr Mitter said.

“This award reaffirms the contribution DPI&F scientists are making to the agricultural industry.

“It also highlights the achievements of women in working towards positive action for society at large through technology,” she said. 

Dr Mitter said she was thrilled that her work had been recognised at last month’s WiT annual awards’ ceremony in Brisbane.

“I feel the award is a result of my experiences across both plant and animal science and my training and work experience in traditional, as well as modern revolutionary, technologies,” she said.

Dr Mitter has been a biotechnologist and molecular biologist for 15 years, and after completing post-doctoral research at the University of Hull in the UK, joined the Indian Agricultural Research Institute in India as a scientist.

Her contribution to the development of a disease-free strain of chickpeas earnt her the prestigious Young Scientist Award from the then Prime Minister of India.

 

Having continued her successful career after moving to Australia seven years ago, 

Dr Mitter has also played an active role in the recent signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Queensland and India for scientific collaboration in agricultural biotechnology.

The principal biotechnologist said that she couldn’t imagine what she’d be doing if she wasn’t in the field of science and technology.

“Everyday holds a promise of a new discovery, a new insight and the wonderful feeling that the discovery or idea may make the world a better place and deliver something meaningful for the community,” she said.

The WiT awards are tailored to recognise success and achievement in a range of fields covering both the information and communication technology and biotech industries.
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